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(54) Process for producing aromatic hydroxy carboxy lie acid derivatives 

(57) A methyl group-containing aromatic compound 
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anaromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative The pro- 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a process for producing an hydrcxybenzoic acid derivative and other aromatic hydroxycar- 
boxylic acid derivatives. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Among hydraxybenzoic acids, o-hydroxybenzoic acid (e.g., salicylic acid) is used as a dye or an intermediate 
thereof, an antiseptic agent a stock agent, a keratin solubilizor, a dermatitis therapy and so forth. In par-ticular, an ace- 
tylsalicylic acid (aspirin), a derivative of salicylic acid, is a very important compound as an antipyrin, an analgesic and 
a resolution agent P-hydroxybenzoic acid is employed as a raw material of polyesters and an ester derivative thereof 
is used as an antibacteria agent or a stock agent 

O-hydroxybenzoic acid or p-hydroxybenzoic acid is usually produced by Kblbe-Schmit reaction using phenol and 
sodium hydroxide or potassium hydroxide via sodium hydroxybenzoate or potassium hydroxybenzoate. Since the 
hydroxybenzoate is industrially converted to an hydroxybenzoic acid having a free hydroxyl group by an add such as 
sulfuric acid, a treatment of metal salts (e.g., sodium sulfonate, potassium sulfonate) produced as by-products is 
required. 

Japanese, Patent Application Laid-open No. 38909/1996 (JP-A-8-38909) provides an oxidation process using an 
imide compound (e.g., N-hydroxyphthaiimide) as a catalyst at a stage of oxidation of a substrate (e.g., hydrocarbon) 
with oxygen. When this oxidation process is applied to aromatic compound having a methyl group, aromatic compounds 
having a carboxyl group may be formed. However, when a compound such as cresol is used, it is difficult to obtain an 
hydroxybenzoic acid. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide a process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic 
acid derivative from an aromatic corn-pound having a hydroxyl group and a methyl group. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid 
derivative without producing a metal salt as by products. 

The inventors of the present invention did intensive investigation to accomplish the above objects, and as a result, 
found that after protecting a phenolic hydroxyl group with a protecting group, cresol could be subjected to an oxidation 
reaction with oxygen in the presence of an imide compound to produce an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative. 

A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative of the preset invention comprises contacting 
a methyl group-containing aromatic compound with oxygen in the presence of an imide compound, wherein a phenolic 
hydoroxyl group of the aromatic compound is protected by a protecting group (hereinafter referred to simply as "an 
aromtic compound protected by a protecting group" or "a protecting group-introduced aromatic compound''), wherein 
the imide compound shown by the following formula (1 ) ; 



wherein R 1 and R 2 independently represent a hydrogenatom, a halogenatom, an alkyl group, an ary! group, a 
cycloalkyl group, a hydroxyl group, an alkoxy group, a carboxyl group, an alkoxycarbonyl group, or an acyi group, or 
R 1 and R 2 may bond together to form a double bond or an aromatic and non-aromatic ring; X represents an oxygen 
atom or a hydroxyl group; and n denotes an integer of 1 to 3. 

Examples of the protecting group include C 2 -6 aliphatic acyl groups. Incidentally, the protecting group may be elim- 
inated from an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid formed by contacting with oxygen and protected by a protecting group. 
In an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid formed by contacting with oxygen and protected by an acyl group, for example, 
the acyi group may be eliminated by a reaction with an alcohol. 
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Incidentally, in the specification "an aromatic compound having a phenoGc hydroxyl group and a methyl group sim- 
ply refers to an "aromatic compound". 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

5 

[An aromatic compound] 

In an aromatic compound, an aromatic ring is substituted with at least one phenolic hydroxyl group and at least one 
methyl group. An aromatic compound includes, for example, o-cresol, m-cresol, p-cresol, methylnaphtols such as 5- 

io methyl-a-naphtol and 6-methyl-p-naphtol, an aromatic compound having plural methyl groups (e.g„ 2,3-xylenol, 2,4- 
xylenol, 2,5-xylenol, 2.6-xylenol, 3,4-xylenol, 3,5-xylenol, dimethyl-a-naphtol and di-methyl-p-naphtol), an aromatic 
compound having plural hydoroxyl groups (e.g., 2,3<lihydoraxytoluene, 2,4-dihydoroxytoluene, 2,5-dihydoroxytoluene, 
3,4-dihydoroxytoluene. 3.5-dihydoroxytoluene and 6,7-dihydoroxy-2-methylnaphthalene), and an aromatic compound 
having plural hydroxyl groups and methyl groups (e.g., 4,6-dihydroxy-m-xylene and 2,6-dihydroxy-p-xylene). 

15 Aromatic compounds may be substituted with various substituents, for example, a halogen atom (e.g., fluorine, 
chlorine, bromine and iodine atom), an alkyl group other than methyl group (e.g., ethyl, propyl, butyl, pentyl, hexyl group 
and other straight chain C2-6 alkyl groups), an alkoxy groups (e.g., methoxy. ethoxy, propoxy, butoxy, and other Ct_ 6 
alkoxy groups), a carboxyl group, an alkoxy carbonyl group (e.g., metxycarbonyl, ethoxycarbonyl, propoxy carbonyl, 
butoxycarbonyl. and other C^s alkoxycarbonyl groups), an amino group, a substituted amino group, a cyano group, and 

20 a nitro group. Aromatic compounds having these substituents include, for example, a halogen-containing aromatic com- 
pound (e.g., 2-chloro-4-bydroxytoluene and other a chlorine-containing hydroxy-toluenes), an aromatic compound con- 
taining a C 2 -6 alkyl group (e.g.. 2-ethyi-4-hydroxytoluene), an aromatic compound containing an amino group (e.g., 2- 
amino-4-hydroxytoluene) . 

A feature of the present invention resides in the oxidation of a methyl group of an aromatic compound with oxygen 
25 after a protection of a phenolic hydroxyl group of the aromatic compound by a protecting group, not in the subjecting an 
aromatic compound to an oxidation reaction directly. 

A protecting group includes, for example, t-butyl group, a cycloaikyl group (e.g.. cydohexyl group), an aryl group 
(e.g.. 2.4-dinitrophenyl group), an aralkyl group (e.g.. benzyl group. 2.6-dichlorobenzyl group. 3-bromobenzyl group. 2- 
nitrobenzyl group. 4-dimethylcarbamoylbensyl group, and triphenyimethyl group), a tetrahydoropyranyl group, an acyl 
30 group, an alkoxycarbonyl group (e.g.. t-butoxycarbonyl group), an aralkyl oxycarbonyl group (e.g., benzyloxycabonyl 
group, 2-bromobenzyloxycarbonyl group), a dialkylphosphinothioyl group (e.g., dimethylphosphinothioyl group) and a 
diarylphosphinothioil group (e.g., diphenylphosphino-thioyl group). A preferred protecting group includes an acyl group 
and the like. 

The acyl group includes, for example, acetyl, propionyl, butyryl, isobutyryl, valeryl, isovaleryl, pivaloyl, and other C2- 
35 6 aliphatic acyl groups, preferably C2-4 acyl groups. 

The protection of a hydroxyl group by a acyl group may be carried by a conventional method, for example, a reac- 
tion of aromatic compounds with an acylating agent. The acylating agent includes, for example, acetic acid, propionic 
acid, n-butyric acid, isobutyric acid, valeric acid, pivalic acid and other C 2 - 6 aliphatic monocarboxylic acid (preferably C2. 
4 carboxylic acid) and derivatives thereof [such as anhydrides (e.g., acetic anhydride and valeric anhydride), and acid 
40 halides (e.g., acetyl chloride, propionyl chioride, butyiyl chloride and other acid chlorides)]. An acylating agent may be 
used independently or in combination. 

The amount of the acylating agent is selected from a range of not less than aboutl mole .for example, about 1 to 
100 mole, relative to 1 mole of an aromatic compound per a phenolic hydroxyl group. 

45 [The oxidation of an aromatic compound protected by a protecting group] 

In the present invention, a protecting group-introduced aromatic compound is oxidized with oxygen in the presence 
of an axadation catalyst (such as an imide compound). In this oxidation process, a methyl group of aromatic compounds 
protected by a protecting group may be oxidized with oxygen to produce aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivatives, 
50 thus no metal salt (e.g., sodium sulfate or potassium sulfate) is produced. 

The imide compound includes the compound shown by the following fomula (1); 
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wherein R 1 and R 2 respectively represent a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a 
cycloalkyl group, a hydroxyl group, an alkoxy group, a carboxyl group, an alkoxycarbonyl group, or an acyl group; or R 1 
and R 2 may bond together to form a double bond, or an aromatic or non-aromatic ring; X represents an oxygen atom 
or a hydroxyl group; and n denotes an integer of 1 to 3. 

In the compound shown by the formula (1), the haiogenatom, as the substituents R 1 and R 2 , includes iodine, bro- 
mine, chlorine and fluorine. The alkyl group includes, for example, methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, isobutyl, s- 
butyl, t-butyl, pentyl, hexyl or other C-mq alW groups. An illustrative preferred alkyl group in-cludes C-|_6 alkyl groups, 
in particular C-|_4 alkyl groups. As the aryl group, there may be mentioned, for instance, a phenyl group and a naphthyl 
group. Examples of the cycloalkyi group include cyclopentyl, cyclohexyl, and cyclooctyl group. 

The alkoxy group includes, for example, methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, isopropoxy, butoxy, isobutoxy, t-butoxy, penty- 
loxy, hexyloxy, and other C-^-jo alkoxy groups. Among them, C-|_ 6 alkcxy groups, in particular C 1 . 4 alkoxy groups are 
preferable. Examples of the alkoxycarbonyl group include methoxycarbonyl, ethoxycarbonyl, propoxycarbonyl, iso-prc- 
poxycarbonyl, butoxy carbony I, isobutoxy carbonyl , t-butoxycarbonyl, pentyloxycarbonyl, hexyloxycarbonyl, and other 
C-j.-io alkoxycarbonyl groups. Among them, alk-oxy-carbonyl groups, in particular Ct-4 alkoxy-carbonyl group are 
preferble. The acyl group includes, for instance, formyl, acetyl, propionyl, butyryl, isobutyryl, valeryl, isovaleryl, pivaloyl, 
and other acyl groups. 

The substituents R 1 and R 2 may be either the same or different from each other. In the formula (1), R* and R 2 may 
bond together to form a double bond, or an aromatic or non-aromatic ring. A preferred aromatic or non-aromatic ring 
may be a ring having about 5 to 12 members, in particular about 6 to 10 members. Such a ring may be a heterocyclic 
ring or a condensed heterocyclic ring, and it may practically be a hydrocarbon ring. As such a ring, there may be men- 
tioned, for instance, non-aromatic alicydic rings (e.g., a cycloalkane ring which may have a substituerrt such as 
cyclohexane ring, optionally substituted cycloalkene ring such as cydohexene ring), non-aromatic bridged (cross- 
linked) rings (e.g., 5-norbornene ring and other optionally substituted bridged hydrocarbon rings), optionally substituted 
aromatic rings such as benzene ring, naphthalene ring. The ring may practically comprise an aromatic ring. 

A preferred imide compound indudes compounds shown by the following formula (1a) to (1f), 




wherein R 3 , R 4 , R 5 and R 6 independently represent a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, a hydroxyl group an alkoxy 
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group, a carboxyl group, an alkoxycarbonyl group, an acyl group, a nitro group, a cyano group, an amino group or a hal- 
ogen atom; and R 1 , R 2 and n have the same meanings as defined above. In the substituents R 3 . R 4 , R 5 and R 6 , the 
alkyl 

group, alkoxy group, the alkoxycarbonyl group, the acyl group and the halogen atom include the substituents or 
5 atoms exemplified for R 1 and R 2 

The substituents R 3 , R 4 , R 5 and R 6 may practically be hydrogen atoms, alkyl groups having about 1 to 4 carbon 
atoms, carboxyl groups, nitro groups or halogen atoms, respectively. 

The symbol X in the formula (1) denotes an oxygen atom or a hydroxyl group, and n usually denotes about 1 to 3, 
preferably 1 or 2. The compound shown by the formula (1) may be used singly or in combination in the oxidation reac- 
10 tion. 

Examples of a preferred imide compound include an imide compound derived from an aliphatic polycarboxylic 
anhydride (such as N-hydroxysuccinimide, N-hydraxymaleimide), an imide compound derived from an alicyclic polycar- 
boxylic anhydride or an aromatic polycarboxylic anhydride (such as N-hydraxyhexa-hydrophthalimide, N.N'-dihydroxy- 
cyclohexanetetracarbo-ximide, N-hydroxyphthalimide, N-hydroxytetrabromophthaiimide, N-hydraxytetrachloro- 
75 phthalimide, N-hydroxyhetimide, N-hydroxyhimimide, N-hydroxytrimellitimide, N,N<Jihydraxypyromellrtimide, N.N- 
dihydroxynaphthalenetetracarboximide). These imide compounds have the high oxidizing property. A particularly pref- 
erable imide compound includes an N-hydroxyimide compound derived from an alicyclic polycarboxylic anhydride, in 
particular from an aromatic polycarboxylic anhydride, such as N-hydroxyphthalimide. 

The imide compound may be prepared by a con-ventional imidation process (a process for the formation of an 
20 imide), such as a process that comprises the steps of allowing a corresponding acid anhydride to react with hydroxy- 
lamine NH 2 OH for ring-opening of an acid anhydride group, and closing the ring to form an imide. 

An oxidation catalyst may be comprise an imide compound of the following formula (1) and a co-catalyst The co- 
catalyst (co-oxidizing agent) includes or comprises metal compounds such as a compound comprising or containing a 
transition metal compound, or compounds containing a Group 13 element (e.g., boron B, aluminium Al) of the Periodic 
25 Table of Elements. These co-catalysts may be employed independently or in combination. 

As the elements of the transition metal, there may be mentioned, for instance. Group 3 elements of the Periodic 
Table of Elements (e.g.. scandium Sc, yttrium Y, and lanthanum La. cerium Ce, samarium Sm and other lanthanoid ele- 
ments, actinium Ac and other actinoid elements), Group 4 elements of the Periodic Table of Elements (e.g.. titanium Tl. 
zirconium Zr, hafnium Hf), Group 5 elements (e.g., vanadium V, niobium Nb, tantalum Ta), Group 6 elements (e.g.. chro- 
30 mium Cr, molybdenum Mo, tungsten W), Group 7 elements (e.g., manganese Mn, technetium Tc, rhenium Re), Group 
8 elements (e.g.. iron Fe, ruthenium Ru, osmium Os), Group 9 elements (e.g.. cobalt Co, rhodium Rh, iridium lr), Group 
10 elements (e.g. ( nickel Ni, palladium Pd, platinum Pt), Group 1 1 elements (e.g., copper Cu, silver Ag, gold Au) of the 
Periodic Table of Elements. 

A preferred element constituting the co-catalyst includes elements of the transition metals (e.g., Ce and other lan- 
35 thanoid elements, actinoid elements and other Group 3 elements of the Periodic Table of Elements, Ti, Zr and other 
Group 4 elements, V, Nb and other Group 5 elements, Cr, Mo, W and other Group 6 elements, Mn, Tc, Re and other 
Group 7 elements, Fe, Ru and other Group 8 elements, Co, Rh and other Group 9 elements, Ni and other Group 10 
elements, and Cu and other Group 1 1 elements of the Periodic Table of Elements) and B and other Group 13 elements 
of the Periodic Table of Elements. The oxidation number of the metal elements constituting the co-catalyst is not partic- 
40 ularly limited, and may be, for example 0. +2, +3, +4, +5 and +6 according to the variety of elements. The divalent tran- 
sition metal compounds (such as a divalent cobalt compound, a divalent manganese compound) may be practically 
used as the co-catalyst. 

The species of the co-catalyst may be a simple substance or hydroxide of a metal. The co-catalyst may practically 
be an oxide of a metal comprising the element, a double oxide comprising the element or an oxygen acid salt compris- 

45 ing the element, an organic acid salt, an inorganic acid salt, a halide, a coordinate compound (a complex) comprising 
the metal element, or a heteropolyacid or its salt . As the boron compound, there may be mentioned, for example, a 
boron hydride (e.g., borane, diborane, tetraborane), a boric acid (ag., orthoboric acid, metaboric acid), a borate (e.g., 
manganese borate), B2O3 and other boron oxides, nitrogen-containing boron compounds such as borazne and bora- 
zene, halides such as BF 3 and BCI 3 , and esters of boric acid (e.g., methyl borate, phenyl borate). 

50 The hydroxide includes Mn(OH) 2 , MnO(OH) or a corresponding metal hydroxide [e.g.. a titanium hydroxide such as 

Ti(OH) 3 , and vanadium hydroxide such as VfOHy. The metal oxide includes, for example, titanium oxide (such as 
TiOa), zirconium oxide (e.g., ZrO^. vanadium oxide (e.g., VO, V 2 0 3 , VO z . V 2 0 5 ), chromium oxide (e.g., CrO). molyb- 
denum oxide (e.g., Mo0 2 , Mo 2 0 5 , Mo0 3 , H 2 Mo0 4 ), manganese oxide (e.g., Uv^O^ MnO^, iron oxide, cobalt oxide 
(e.g.. C0O2). rhodium oxide, copper oxide and so forth. As examples of the double oxide or oxygen acid salt there may 

55 be mentioned MnAI 2 0 4 , MnTi0 3 . LaMn0 3 , K 2 Mn 2 0 5 . CaO • xMn0 2 (x=0.5. 1. 2, 3. 5). manganate [e.g.. Na 3 Mn0 4 and 
other manganates(V). K 2 Mn0 4 and other manganates(Vl). KMn0 4 and other permanganates], titanate (such as 
K 2 Ti0 3> K 2 Ti 2 0 4 ), zirconium salt (sucha as KsZrO^, vanadate (such as K 3 VQ 4 , K 4 V 2 07. KVO^, chro-mate(such as 
K 2 Cr0 4 ) and so forth. 
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As the organic acid salts , there may be exemplified as acetates (eg., titanium acetate, zirconium acetate, manga- 
nese acetate, iron acetate, cobalt acetate, copper acetate), propionates (e.g., manganese propionate, cobalt propion- 
ate), naphthenates (e.g.. manganese naphthenate, cobalt naphthenate), stearates (e.g., manganese stearate. cobalt 
stearate, copper stearate), thiocyanates (e.g.. manganese thiocyanate), and corresponding salts of Ce, Ni and Pd. The 

5 inorganic acid salt includes, for instance, nitrates (e.g., titanium nrtarate, zirconium nitrate, chromium nitarate. manga- . 
nese nitrate, iron nitrate, cobalt nitrate, copper nitrate and sulfates, phosphates and carbonates each corresponding to 
these nitrates (e.g., vanadium sulfate, manganese sulfate, iron sulfate, cobalt sulfate, copper sulfate). As the halides, 
there may be mentioned, for instance, chlorides (such as TICI2 and other titanium chloride; ZrCI 2 and other zirconium 
chloride;VCI 2 , VCl 3 . VCI 4 . VOCI 2 . VOCI 3 and other vanadium chloride; CrCI 2 and other chromium chloride; M0CI3 and 

10 other molybdenum chloride; MnCI 2 and other manganese chloride; FeCI 2 and other iron chloride; CoC^ and other 
cobalt chloride; rhodium chloride; nickel chloride; palladium chloride; platinum chloride; CuCI, CuCI 2 and other copper 
chloride) and other, or fluorides or bromides (e.g., CuF, CuF 2 , CuBr, CuBr 2 and other copper fluoride or bromide) each 
corre-sponding to these chlorides and other halides, M 1 2 "na 5 , M^TiClg, M 1 2 TiCI 6 , M 1 MnCI 3 , M 1 2 MnCI 4 , M 1 2 MnCI 5 , 
M 1 2 Mna 6 , wherein M 1 represents a monovalent metal, and other com-plexed halides. 

15 The ligand constituting the complex includes, for example, OH (hydroxy), methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, butoxy and 
other alkoxy groups, acetyl, propionyl and other acyl groups, methoxycarbonyl (acetato), ethoxycarbonyi and other 
alkoxycarbonyl groups, acetylacetonato, cyclopentadienyi group, chlorine, bromine and other halogen atoms, CO, CN, 
oxygen atom, H 2 0 (aquo). phosphine (e.g., triphenyiphosphine and other triarylphosphine) and other phosphorus com- 
pounds. NH 3 (ammtne). NO. N02 (nitro). N0 3 (nitrato), ethylenediamine, di-ethylenetriamine, pyridine, phenanthroline 

20 and other nitrogen -containing compounds. In the complexes or complex salts, the same or different ligands may be 
coordinated singly or in combination. The preferable ligand includes , for example, OH, an alkoxy group, an acyl group, 
an alkoxycarbonyl group, acetylacetonato. a halogen atom, CO, CN, (aquo), triphenyiphosphine or other phospho- 
rus compounds, or a nitrogen-containing compound inclusive of NH 3 , N0 2 and NO3. 

A preferable complex includes complexes containing a preferable transition metal above mentioned. The transition 

25 metal element and the ligand may optionally be employed in combination to form a complex. The complex may include, 
for instance, acetyiacetone complex salt (e.g.. acetylacetonatocerium, acetylacetonatotitanium, oxide acetylacetona- 
totitanium, acetylacetonatozirconium, acetylacetonatovanadium. acetylacetonatovanadium oxide, acetylacetonato- 
chromium. acetylacetonatomolybdenum, acetyfacetonatomanganese, acetylacetonatoiron, acetyiacetonatocobalt, 
acetylacetonatoruthenium, acetyiacetonatocopper), and carbonyl complex compounds. 

30 The polyacid forming heteropolyacid is practically at least one member selected from Group 5 elements or Group 
6 elements of the Periodic Table of Elements, such as V (vanadic acid), Mo (molybdic acid) and W (tungstic acid), typ- 
ically speaking. There is no par-ticular limit as to the central atom, and it may be any of, for instance, Be, B, Al, Si, Ge, 
Sn, Ti, Zr, Th, N, P, As. Sb. V, Nb. Ta, Cr, Mo, W, S, Se, Te, Mn, I, Fe, Co. Ni, Rh. Os, Ir, Pt, or Cu. As illustrative examples 
of the heteropolyacid. there may be mentioned, for example, cobaltmolybdic acid, cobalttungstic acid, molybdenurn- 

35 tungstic acid, vanadiummolybdic acid, vanadiumtungstic acid, silicomolybdic acid, silico-tungstoic acid, phosphomolyb- 
dic acid, phosphotangstic acid, phosphovanadomolybdic acid, and phosphovanadotangstic acid. 

Catalytic system comprising an imide compound shown by formula (1) or the imide compound and the above co- 
catalyst may be whichever of a homogeneous system or a heterogeneous system. The catalytic system may be a solid 
catalyst comprising a catalytic component supported on a support or carrier, as well. As the support, use can be prac- 

40 tically made of active carbon, zeolite, silica, silica-alumina, bentonite, or other porous supports. In the solid catalyst, a 
supporting amount of the imide compound of the formula (1) may be about 0.1 to 50 parts by weight, preferably about 
0.5 to 30 parts by weight and more preferably about 1 to 20 parts by weight relative to 100 parts by weight of the sup- 
port A ratio of the co-catalyst supported on the support is about 0.1 to 30 parts by weight, preferably about 0.5 to 25 
parts by weight, and more preferably about 1 to 20 parts by weight relative to 100 parts by weight of the support 

45 The amount of the imide compound shown by the formula (1) may be selected from a wide range and be, for exam- 
ple about 0.001 mole (0.1 mole %) to 1 mole (100 mole %), preferably about 0.001 mole (0.1 mole %) to 0.5 mole (50 
mole %), more preferably about 0.01 to 0.30 mole and practically about 0.01 to 0.25 mole, relative to 1 mole of aromatic 
compounds protected by a protecting group, typically speaking. 

An amount of the co-catalyst (a co-oxidizing agent) may be, for example, about 0.0001 mole (0.1 mole %) to 0.7 

so mole (70 mole %), preferably about 0.0001 to 0.5 mole, and more preferably about 0.001 to 0.3 mole, practically about 
0.0005 to 0.1 mole (for example 0.005 to 0.1 mole), relative to 1 mole of aromatic compounds protected by a protecting 
group, typically speaking. 

The proportion of the co-catalyst relative to the imide compound of the formula (1) can be selected from a range 
not interfering with the reaction velocity or rate and selectivity, and is for example, about 0.001 mole to 1 0 mole, prefer- 
55 ably about 0.005 to 5 mole, more preferably about 0.01 to 3 mole, and practically about 0.01 to 5 mole, relative to 1 mole 
of the imide compound, typically speaking. 

When the heteropolyacid or its salt may be used as a co-catalyst, the amount is about 0.1 to 25 parts by weight, 
preferably 0.5 to 10 parts by weight and more preferably 1 to 5 parts by weight relative to 100 parts by weight of aro- 
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matic compounds protected by a protecting group. 

In the presence of the oxidation catalyst aromatic compounds protected by a protecting group is contacted with 
oxygen to selectively oxidize a methyl group of the aromatic compounds and to quantitatively produce aromatic hydrox- 
ycarboxylic acid derivatives (which are aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acids protected by a protecting group) with a high 
5 conversion and selectivity. For example, acyloxytoluene or acyloxymethylnaphtalene is subjected to the oxidation reac- 
tion with oxygen to produce acyloxybenzoic acid or acyloxynaphthoic acid. 

The oxygen used in the oxidation reaction may be active oxygen, but molecular oxygen is practically employed for 
advantages. Such molecular oxygen is not specifically limited, and. use may be made of whichever of pure oxygen, or 
oxygen diluted with an inert gas such as nitrogen, helium, argon or carbon dioxide gas. Air is preferably employed from 
io the viewpoints of not only handling property and safety, but also economical property. 

The amount of oxygen is, for example, 0.5 mole or more (e.g., 1 mole or more), preferably about 1 to 100 moles, 
and more preferably about 2 to 50 moles relative to 1 mole of aromatic compounds protected by a protecting group per 
a methyl group. 

An oxidation reaction is usually conducted in an inert solvent. As the organic solvents, there may be mentioned, for 

is example, protonic acids [such as organic acids (e.g., acetic acid, propionic acid and other carboxylic adds, methanesui- 
fonic acid, ethanesulfonic acid and other alkylsulfonic acids, and benzensulfonic acid and other arylsuHbnic acids), inor- 
ganic acids (e.g... hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, nitric acid and phosphoric acid)], nitriles (e.g., acetonitrile, 
propionitrile, benzonitrile), amides (e.g., formamide, dimethylformamide), alcohols (e.g., ethanol, propanol, butanol), 
aliphatic hydrocaibons (e.g., hexane, octane), aromatic hydrocarbons (e.g., benzene), halogenated hydrocarbons (e.g., 

20 chloroform), nitro compounds (e.g., nitromethane , nitrobenzene), esters (e.g., ethyl acetate), ethers (e.g., diethyl ether, 
dioxane, tetrahydrofuran) and mixtures of these solvents. Incidentally, when organic carboxylic acids (e.g., acetic acid, 
propionic acid) may be used as a solvent, aromatic compounds can be subjected to oxidation reaction without protec- 
tion of a phenolic hydroxyl group by a protecting group. 

The oxidation reaction smoothly proceeds even in comparatively mild or moderate conditions. A reaction tempera- 

25 ture can be voluntarily selected according to the variety of the imide compound and the aromatic compounds protected 
by a protecting group. The reaction temperature may be suitably selected from the range of, for instance, about 0 to 
300°C, preferably about 30 to 250°C, more preferably about 50 to 200°C. and practically about 70 to 150°C (e.g., 70 to 
120 °C). The reaction may be carried out at ambient pressure (atmospheric pressure) or under a pressure (under a 
load). When the reaction is conducted under a pressure, the pressure is, usually, about 1 to 100 atm (e.g., about 1 .5 to 

30 80 atm), preferably about 2 to 70 atm, and more preferably about 5 to 50 atm. A reaction time may be liberally chosen 
within a range of about 30 minutes to 48 hours, preferably about 1 to 36 hours, and more preferably about 2 to 24 hours, 
according to the reaction temperature and pressure. The reaction may be effected in a conventional manner such as in 
a batch system, semi-batch system or continuous system, in the presence of molecular oxygen or underflow of molec- 
ular oxygen. 

35 

[The elimination (removal) of a protecting group] 

Aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acids obtained by the oxidation reaction and containing a phenolic hydroxyl group 
therein protected by a protecting group may be subjected to elimination reaction of a protecting group to eliminate the 

40 protecting group. Elimination of the protecting group of a hydroxyl group may be carried by a conventional method, for 
example, a reaction of aromatic compounds protected by a protecting group with an acid or a base. Acid includes , for 
example, inorganic acids (e.g.. hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, nitric acid, phosphoric acid), organic acids (e.g., meth- 
anesulfbnic acid, ethanesulfonic acid, benzenesulfonic acid, p-toluenesutfonic acid and other sulfonic acids), and acidic 
ion-exchange resins (e.g., ion-exchange resins having a sulfo residue, a phospho residue, or a phosphine residue), 

45 boron trifluoride and other Lewis acids. A base includes, for example, a compound containing basic nitrogen atom, such 
as dimethylamine, diethylamine, trimethylamine, trimethylamine, methylenediamine, ethylenediamine, and other 
aliphatic amines, pyridine, morpholine and other heterocyclic amines. 

An aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid obtained by the oxidation reaction and the phenolic hydroxyl group therein pro- 
tected by an acyl group may be reacted with an alcohol to eliminate the acyl group. In this reaction, acids or bases men- 

so tioned hereinbefore may be used as a catalyst. 

The alcohol includes, for example, methanol, ethanol, propanol, isopropanol, n-butanol, isobutanol, sec-butanol, t- 
butanol, 1-pentanoI, 1-hexanol. 1-heptanol, 1-octanol, 2-ethylhexanol and other C 1 . 10 saturated aliphatic monoalcohols 
(preferably C n _6 alcohols, and more preferably C V 4 lower alcohols). Such alcohol may be employed independently or in 
combination. 

55 The amount of alcohol is selected from a range, and may be, for example, not less than 1 mole (e.g.. about 1 to 100 
mole), preferably about 1 to 50 mole (e.g., about 1 to 20 mole), and more preferably about 2 to 10 mole relative to 1 
mole of the aromatic acyloxycarboxylic acid per an the acyloxy group. Alcohol is practically used in excess amount 
The aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid protected by an acyl group is reacted with alcohol to produce the aromatic 
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hydroxycarboxylic acid or derivative thereof (such as hydroxybenzoate, hydroxynaphtoate and other aromatic hydroxy- 
carboxylates) having a free hydroxyl group. For example, an acyloxybenzoic acid is reacted with methanol to produce 
methyl hydroxybenzoate. Acyloxybenzoic acid is reacted with C2-4 alcohols to produce hydroxybenzoic acid-C^ 
alkylesters which are useful as an antibacteria agent particularly a stock agent of a refreshing drink. Aromatic hydrox- 
ycarboxylates are considerably useful as raw materials of polyesters. 

Aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivatives, catalysts (such as an imide compound), solvents and the like may be 
recovered by a conventional isolation method, such as filtration, condensation, distillation, crystallization, extraction, 
recrystallization, column chromatography, or in combination thereof. Recovered catalysts or solvents may be recycled. 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY OF THE INVENTION 



In the present invention, since a methyl group-containing an aromatic compound wherein a phenolic hydroxyl group 
thereof is protected by a protecting group are oxidized with oxygen in the presence of an oxidation catalyst comprising 
an imide compound, aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivatives are efficiently produced. Aromatic hydroxycarboxylic 
acid derivatives may be produced without producing a metal salt as by-products. 



EXAMPLES 



The following examples are intended to describe this invention in further detail and should by no means be inter- 
preted as defining the scope of the invention. 

Example 1 

A mixture of p-cresol (1.08g (lOmmole)) and acetic acid (25ml) was stirred for 5 hours at 110 °C to produce p-ace- 
toxytoluene. N-hydroxyphtalimide (0.16g(1mmole)) and cobalt(ll) acetylacetonate (0.01 8g(0.05mmole)) were added to 
this reaction mixture, and this mixture was stirred for 6 hours at 100 °C under an oxygen atmosphere. The product in 
the resultant reaction mixture was analyzed by gas chromatography and. as a result p-acetoxybenzoic acid (yield 92%) 
was formed. The conversion of p-cresol was 95%. 

The reaction mixture was condensed to remove substances having a lower boiling point such as acetic acid. Fol- 
lowed by adding 3 times mole of methanol relative to p-acetoxybezoic acid and 5 times equivalents of a cation- 
exchange resin [DIAIONBK-210; MITSUBISHI chemical Co.] relative to p-acetoxybezoic acid as an amount of an ion- 
exchange group to stir for 4 hours at 60°C. As a result methyl p-acetoxybezoate (yield 91%) was formed. The conver- 
sion of p-acetoxybezoic add was 95%. 

Claims 



1. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxy-carboxylic acid derivative which comprises contacting an aromatic 
compound with oxygen in the presence of an imide compound as a catalyst, wherein said aromatic compound has 
a methyl group and a phenolic hydoroxyl group protected by a protecting group and said imide compound is shown 
by the following formula (1) 



0 

11 

C 



IV 11 



\ 

I 

/ 



N— X 



(1) 



n 



wherein R 1 and R 2 independently represent a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, 
a cycloalkyl group, a hydroxyl group, an alkoxy group, a carboxyl group, an alkoxycarbonyl group, or an acyl group, 
or R 1 and R 2 may bond together to form a double bond or an aromatic and non-aromatic ring; X represents an oxy- 
gen atom or a hydroxyl group; and n denotes an integer of T to 3. 

2. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxy-carboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 1 , wherein said protect- 
ing group is an aliphatic acyl group having 2 to 6 carbon atoms. 
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3. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 1 or 2, which further com- 
prises subjecting the aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid, which is obtained by contacting with oxygen and contains a 
phenolic hydoroxyl group protected by the protecting group, to an elimination reaction of a protecting group to pro- 
duce a free hydoroxyl group. 

4. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic add derivatives according to Claim 2, which further com- 
prises the step of reacting the aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid, which is obtained by a contacting with oxygen and 
contains the phenolic hydoroxyl group protected by an acyl group, with an alcohol to produce an aromatic hydrox- 
ycarboxylic ester having a free hydoroxyl group. 

5. A process for producing an hydroxybezoic acid or an ester thereof which comprises the steps of contacting an acy- 
ioxytoluene with oxygen in the presence of an imide compound represented the formula (1) claimed in Claim 1 to 
produce an acyloxybenzoic acid and reacting the acyioxybenzoic acid with an alcohol. 

6. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 1 , wherein R 1 and R 2 , in 
said imide compound shown by the formula (1), bond together to form an aromatic or a non-aromatic 5 to 12 mem- 
bered ring. 

7. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxy-carboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 1 , wherein R 1 and R 2 , 
in said imide compound shown by the formula (1 ), bond together to form a cydoalkane ring which may have a sub- 
stituent a cycloalkene ring which may have a substrtuerrt, a bridged hydrocarbon ring which may have a substituerrt 
and an aromatic ring which may have a substrtuerrt. 

8. A process for produdng an aromatic hydroxy-carboxylic add derivative according to Claim 1 , wherein said imide 
compound shown by the formula (1) is a compound shown by the following formulas (1a), (1b), (1c), (Id), (1e) and 
(1f); 





wherein R 3 , R 4 , R 5 and R 6 are the same or different a hydrogen atom, an alky! group, a hydroxyl group, an 
alkoxy group, a carboxyl group, an alxoxycarbonyl group, an acyl group, a nitro group, a cyano group, an amino 
group or a halogen atom; and R 1 , R 2 and n have the same meanings as defined above. 

. A process for produdng an aromatic hydroxy-carboxylic add derivative according to Claim 1 , wherein said imide 
compound shown by the formula (1) is at least one compound selected from the group consisting of N-hydroxysuc- 
cinimide, N-hydroxymaleimide, N-hydrpxyhexahydrophthalimide. N.N'-dihydroxycyclohexanetetracarboximide, N- 
hydroxyphthalimide, N-hydroxytetrabromophthalimide, N-hydroxytetrachlorophthalimide, N-hydroxyhetirnide, N- 
hydroxyhimimide, N-hydroxytrimellrtimide, N.N'-dihydroxypyromellitimide and N.N'Hjihydroxynaphthalenetetracar- 
boximide. 
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1 0. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 1 , wherein said catalyst 
comprises the imide compound shown by the formula (1) and a co-catalyst. 

11. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 10, wherein said co-cat- 
alyst is a compound containing at least one element selected from the group consisting of transition metal elements 
and Group 13 elements of the Periodic Table of Elements. 

12. A process for producing an aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acid derivative according to Claim 10, wherein said co-cat- 
alyst is a compound containing at least one element selected from the group consisting of Group 3 elements. 
Group 4 elements, Group 5 elements, Group 6 elements, Group 7 elements, Group 8 elements, Group 9 elements, 
Group 10 elements and Group 1 1 elements of the Periodic Table of Elements. 
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